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procession of Saint Genevieve took place. This pro-
cession never takes place except in times of the direst
necessity; and then, only in virtue of orders from the
King, the Parliament, or the Archbishop of Paris. On
the one hand, it was hoped that it would bring succour
to the country; on the other, that it would amuse the
people.

It was shortly after this, when the news of the arro-
gant demands of the allies, and the vain attempts of the
King to obtain an honourable peace became known,
that the Duchesse de Grammont conceived the idea
of offering her plate to the King, to replenish his im-
poverished exchequer, and to afford him means to
carry on the war. She hoped that her example would
be followed by all the Court, and that she alone would
have the merit and the profit of suggesting the idea.
Unfortunately for this hope, the Duke, her husband,
spoke of the project to Marechal Boufflers, who
thought it so good, that he noised it abroad, and made
such a stir, exhorting everybody to adopt it, that he
passed for the inventor, and no mention was made of
the Duke or the old Duchesse de Grammont, the latter
of whom was much enraged at this.

The project made a great hubbub at the Court. No-
body dared to refuse to offer his plate, yet each offered
it with much regret. Some had been keeping it as a
last resource, which they were very sorry to deprive
themselves of; others feared the dirtiness of copper
and earthenware; others again were annoyed at being-
obliged to imitate an ungrateful fashion, all the merit
of which would go to the inventor. It was in vain that
Pontchartrain objected to the project, as one from